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South Sudan, the world’s newest nation, is once again at war. Led by President Salva Kiir and his former vice president, Riek

Machar, each accuses the other of stealing last month’s presidential election. The fighting is brutal, and with aid groups and the
UN warning of a major humanitarian disaster, many inside and outside the country fear the bloodshed will continue. But the

world has also joined in the battle, with the UN and the US sending arms, and China, Saudi Arabia and Egypt calling for peace.
Who is the “Boko Haram” organization? “The Nigerian terrorist group Boko Haram has kidnapped schoolgirls from Nigeria’s
northeastern town of Chibok. The Islamist fighters have abducted at least 276 schoolgirls, according to reports.” Boko Haram,

which means “Western education is forbidden” in the Hausa language of northern Nigeria, has been fighting the government and
Western-backed Nigerian military for years in their attempt to establish strict Islamic law in their homeland. It is suspected that
the group may be seeking funding from radical Islamic organizations in Saudi Arabia and Qatar. What are the main demands of
Boko Haram? At a press conference in Nigeria, the group’s leader Abubakar Shekau claimed that Boko Haram was demanding
the release of all the kidnapped schoolgirls (and presumably others) in exchange for the release of imprisoned members of the
group. But this could simply be a strategy to try to fool the world into accepting the claim that they are a terror organization.

Why is Nigeria fighting Boko Haram? Nigeria is a member of the African Union, and has been a strong ally of the United States
and its allies in recent conflicts in Africa. The country is a major oil exporter and is an important economic engine for the

continent. Boko Haram has been fighting the Nigerian government and security forces since 2009, and has been used as a pawn
by the Nigerian and US governments to undermine the rule of President Goodluck Jonathan. How many people have been killed

in the war against Boko Haram? More than 4,600 people have been killed in the fighting, including the 276 schoolgirls
kidnapped on April 14. Since July 2009 82157476af
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